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Artist in residence paints
picture of city with words

Public installation transforms Civic Centre entrance
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molly@tbw.com.au
CADET JOURNALIST

A THEATRE’S reputation as a
“place of words” has inspired
a public art installation
which has transformed the
entrance to Mount Gambier’s
Civic Centre.

Adelaide Hills artist
Cynthia Schwertsik has
painted a series of words and
symbols on the pillars at the
facility's entrance, which
houses both the Sir Robert
Helpmann Theatre and the
Country Arts SA Limestone
Coast’s office.

Visiting the region last
month as part of a three-
week artist residency at the
theatre, Ms Schwertsik’s stay
culminated in the artwork,
with the seven pillars painted
in Boandik land colours
before adding words inspired
by the region’s history and
current signage around the
district.

The artist program also
supported Dr Jesse Budel who
last week officially unveiled
an audio art installation in
the multi-storey building’s
courtyard which transmits
live audio from the
Naracoorte Caves.

Country Arts SA creative
arts projects manager Merilyn
de Nys said both projects were
a result of Country Arts SA's
ongoing partnership with
SA Power Networks, which
aimed to connect artists and
the community through the
arts.

“Artists went on the 10-day
Land Arts of Limestone Coast
Retreat, but from there they
did there own research and
investigation,” Ms de Nys
said.

“Cynitha has responded to
the town environment and [
think she has created a more
welcoming environment
which takes it away from
being just a civic space.”

While touring the region,
Ms Schwertsik said she
immediately started to
think about the difference
between regional and urban
landscape.

“It made me become more
aware of all things I read
and what your mind does
unconsciously consistently,”
she said.

“This is something which
teally inspired me for this
project as the written words
on the pillars is what my
mind does to me.

“Out of all the things, I feel
like I have only collated the
words which I have found in
Mount Gambier and things
generic to Australia.”

With the project titled

WHIMSICAL FACE-LIFT: The Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre's entrance pillars have been painted in
mismatched sentences by Adelaide Hills artist Cynthia Schwertsik as part of a three-week artist in residency

project.

Town Thoroughfare
Readings, Ms Schwertsik said
it took some time to settle on
colours for the pillars.

“Ijust thought they should
fit in with where they are
placed,” she said.

“I also thought they
should be stark but also
friendly together and also not
necessarily harmonious.”

With a large focus on
public space for her project,
Ms Schwertsik said she
enjoyed working around the
thriving theatre.

“As a theatre space, itisa
place of words and I wanted
to work that in as well,” she
said.

“Working in the foyer, I was
in a way working outside as
well as inside.”

Ms Schwertsik said
working in a public space
was about finding the fine
line between something for
the public and not a personal
statement.

“There are many layers to
it ... I'was taking the words
which are in the immediate
area and drawing them in to
create a poetry around them,”
she said.

“I would not be upset if
somebody came up and wrote
their own sentence on the
pillar.

“It is their space, not mine
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and I am there to listen.”

Ms de Nys said she liked
the pillars’ design as it added
curiosity to those who walk
by.

“From a distance you can
only just make out a bit of
the lettering which draws
you in closer,” she said.

“Tt was something we
thought was needed.

“We had been toying along
with the idea for a while now,
when Cynthia suggested she
was interested we were all
very excited.”

Riddoch Art Gallery Visual
Arts Award 2019 winner Sean
Fergusson also contributed to
the project.

with Sarah Kulkens

ARIES
March 21 - April 20

Lucky Colour: Mauve Racing Numbers: 3,2, 6,5
Lucky Day: Tuesday Lotto Numbers: 2, 13, 26, 28, 9, 44
Be sure to handle both personal and business relationships
with care. Avold emotional situations as they can blow out
of proportion and misunderstandings could be rife.

TAURUS
April 21 - May 20

Lucky Colour: Blue Racing Numbers: 2, 3, 5,2
Lucky Day: Friday Lotto Numbers: 2, 13, 26, 36, 30, 33
A lot of concentration is needed in your daily chores or at

work to get the important things done. Could be a confusing
period, people will want to have you in many places at once.

GEMINI
May 21 - June 21

Lucky Colour: Green Racing Numbers: 5,6,2, 1
Lucky Day: Monday Lotto Numbers: 1, 12, 5, 45, 40, 33
Work and end results could be very successful. Differences
of opinions with close friends or loved ones could prove to
be very frustrating. Some luck with a person born in may,

CANCER
June 22 - July 22

Lucky Colour: White Racing Numbers: 2,3,1,5
Lucky Day: Sunday Lotto Numbers: 1, 12, 15,29, 8, 44
Very busy and prosperous period in which you should be
able to get much done but not much time to be with loved
ones. Financial matters could be a little confusing with extra
expenses but some more should come in also.

LEO
July 23 - August 22

Lucky Colour: Yellow Racing Numbers: 1,2,3, 1
Lucky Day: Wednesday Lotto Numbers: 1,12, 15 45,40, 22
Some changes in your career matters should turn out to

be foryour benefit and some extra income is possible, Try
to keep your expenses to the minimum as there could be a
large purchase coming very soan.

VIRGO
Aupust 23 - September 23

Lucky Colour: Orange Racing Numbers: 4, 5,6, 2
Lucky Day: Friday Lotto Numbers: 4,12, 20,25,9,3
Socially it could be very interesting with new contacts and
someone from the past. You might bere organising your life
or your working environment to fit in with vour new lifestyle.

LIBRA
September 24 - October 23

Lucky Colour: Green Racing Numbers: 2,3, 5,2
Lucky Day: Friday Lotte Numbers: 2, 13, 26, 5, L1, 14
There are very exciting times ahead for most of vou. Now is
a good time to change the things that need changing. On
the romantic scene a new love S abouL Lo Show.

SCORPIO
October 24 - November 22

Lucky Colour: Yiolet Racing Numbers: 2, 3,2, 1
Lucky Day: Monday Lotto Numbers: 1,23,35,6, 8,11
Many will be making plans to travel long distances and
friendships formed during this period will have a profound
effect on your lifestyle. .
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Luc Colour: Red
Lucky Day: Monday

SAGITTARIUS

November 23 - December 20

Racing Numbers: 5,6, 2, 1
Lotto Numbers: 5, 12, 26, 36, 39, 11

Things might not be moving as fast as you would like them
to but progress will still be made. Tact is very important
during this period as you ruin your chances by talking out
of turn.

CAPRICORN
December 21 - January 19

Lucky Colour: Peach Racing Numbers: 2,3,5,2
Lucky Day: Saturday: Lotto Numbers: 2, 13, 25, 24,40, 45
People might be surprised of what you do during this period
butyou have to feel that you are right. Keep an eye on your
valuables, as there could be some deception around you,
not a good time to have houseguests.

AQUARIUS
January 20 - February 19

Lucky Colour: White Racing Numbers: 5,6,2, 1
Lucky Day: Wednesday Lotto Numbers: 5, 12, 23, 36,39, 44 .
Do wear something green for luck. Home and family will be
very much in your mind during this period, some changes
coming up around you and a move is also a possibility.

PISCES
February 20 - March 20

Lucky Colour: Lemon Racing Numbers: 5, 3,2, 6
Lucky Day: Monday Lotto Numbers: 5, 12, 16, 29, 36, 30
Many new ideas that could put you on the road to success

if you handle people the right way. Relatives or family could
give you some concern with their own ideas or happiness.

Kerry Kulkens Psychic Line 1300 246 244
(call cost: $5.50 incl GST per min. mob/pay extra)

www.kerrykulkens.com.au vt




ARTISTIC: The Mount Gambier Civic Centre - home to the city's council chambers, Country Arts SA and the Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre - has recently
been touched by Murray Bridge-based artist Jesse Budel and Adelaide Hill's Cynthia Schwertsik through two SA Power Networks artist residency projects.
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THE shrieks and calls of endangered
bats and the creaks of towering tree
canopies are currently being lives-
ireamed from the Naracoorte Caves
National Park to Mount Gambier’s
Civic Centre courtyard.

The brainchild of Murray Bridge
artist Dr Jesse Budel, the audio art
installation has added a new ele-
ment to the central building, carried
out as part of a three-week SA Power
Networks artist residency project.

Complementing the recent
entrance pillar project delivered
by Adelaide Hills artist Cynthia
Schwertsik through the program, Dr
Budel's unique piece was born from
research he undertook during his
Doctor of Philosophy studies, which
focused on ecological sound art.

“The focus of my studies was
based around using environmental
sound as the main material, rather
than musical instruments playing
notes, melodies and harmonies,”
he said.

“When I made the application,
Iimagined an installation which
drew attention to the differentlevels
and soundscapes of the Limestone
Coast.”

Dr Budel said the courtyard fea-
tured three levels of speakers which
were connected to microphones set
up in the Naracoorte Caves.

“At ground level we have the
underground sounds from the bat
caves, through the mezzanine you
can hear ground level activity and
at roof level we hear activity from
tree canopies,” he said.

“I'was born in Bordertown and
grew up there for the first five years
of my life and Thave not had much
connection with the area since.

“It has been great to come back

[

Artist brings nature’s
sounds to heart of city

Ambitious project creates live link to world heritage site
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NEW WAY OF THINKING: Murray Bridge-based audiology artist Dr Jesse Budel had transformed the
soundscape of the Mount Gambier Civic Centre through the installation of & multi-storey surround sound

installation in the courtyard.

and learn more about the region, not
only for myself, but also on a broader
artistic and cultural perspective.”

DrBudel said he had to make sure
the microphones were fitted in the
caves correctly.

“The speakers were less difficult
to install because I was working in
the one space and just getting eve-
rything routed and set up,” he said.

“The microphones were a chal-
lenge as I had to identify the site
where they were to be located and
organise the logistics behind it.

“Testing the microphones was
definitely a learning process, as
I used kits comprised of a micro-
computerraspberry piand an audio
interface microphone which wasall
connected to a mobile router.”

Dr Budel said he was drawn to the
Naracoorte Caves because it wasan
interesting ecological site.

“Thereis obviously a lot of native
fauna and flora at tree canopy, but
thelocation is one of only two breed-
ing sites for the critically endangered
southern bent-wing bat,” he
said.

“Having the opportunity to hear
them is quite a rare treat.

“If you visit the caves, you can
only hear them in the bat centre.”

Dr Budel said the sounds were
coming from the caves as they were
happening.

“Tt was about working with the
caves, to get the sounds from the
caves,” he said.

Country Arts SA creative arts
projects manager Merilyn de Nys
said the project was one example
of how Country Arts SA supports
regional artists.

“The audiology components of
Jesse’s work is something I know
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I have not seen before and I am
actually quite a novice to,” Ms de
Nys said.

“The sound islive streaming, not
recording anditisinfluenced by the
Bureau of Meteorology.

“Ithinkitisreally innovative and
staffhave commented on how it has
changed the dynamic of the space.”

Ms de Nys said it worked well
with the civic space due to the
frosted windows featured in the
courtyard.

“You really get the canopy feel,”
she said.

“Both Jesse’s and Cynthia’s pro-
jects have added to Mount Gambier
which growing into a real cultural
hub.

“Cultural tourismis also in every
business’s thinking ... we have seen
a lot of innovation and Mount
Gambier is coming of age.”
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ARIES
March 21 - April 20

®

Lucky Colour: Mauve Racing Numbers: 3,2, 6,5
Lucky Day: Tuesday Lotto Numbers: 2, 13, 26, 28, 9, 44
The ones that are looking could find the mate of their dreams.
However, the break up of an old friendship is indicated. Seme
unexpected travel is in the pipeline foryou soon.

TAURUS
April 21 - May 20

®

Lucky Colour: Blue Racing Numbers: 2, 3,5, 2
Lotto Numbers: 2, 13, 26, 36, 30, 33
Take care on the roads, You could be inclined to judge

others a bit too harshly and tempers could flare on the work

scene and create more problems than it solves.

= 5 GEMINI
May 21 - June 21
Lucky Colour: Green Racing Numbers: 5,6,2, 1
Lucky Day: Monday Lotto Numbers: 1, 12, 5, 45, 40, 33
Good humour and co-operation with work mates and loved
ones will keep trouble at bay. Conflicts could arise between
family members keep your temper and watch what you say.
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CANCER
June 22 - July 22

@

Lucky Colour: White Racing Numbers: 2,3,1,5
Lucky Day: Sunday Lotto Numbers: 1, 12,15,29, 8, 44
Your social life could be still under stress and there could be
some delays or unexpected expenses. Be very cautious with
strangers and do not neglect your nearest and dearest now.

LEO
July 23 - August 22

&

Lucky Colour; Yellow Racing Numbers: 1,2, 3,1
Lucky Day: Wednesday Lotto Numbers; 1, 12, 15, 45, 40, 22
Most of you could be occupied with problems that you have
kept to yourself and it is wiser not to confide in others as it
could be leading to deception on their behalf.

VIRGO
August 23 - September 23

3

Lucky Colour: Orange Racing Numbers: 4, 5, 6, 2
Lucky Day: Friday Lotto Numbers: 4,12, 20,25,9,3
Avery pleasant but unexpected surprise could make this
period a wonderful time. Attend to your lovers interests
instead of becoming mare involved in outside activities.

LIBRA
September 24 - October 23

@

Lucky Colour: Green Racing Numbers: 2,3,5,2
Lucky Day: Friday Lotto Numbers: 2, 13, 26,5, 11, 14
Property and real estate ventures are favoured and some
extra expenses could crop up with regard to someone in
need or sormeone with health problems that concern you.

SCORPIO
October 24 - November 22

©

Lucky Colour: Violet Racing Numbers: 2,3,2,1
Lucky Day: Monday Lotto Numbers: 1, 23, 35,6, 8, 11
You might find that your hunches are right and you will be
right about someone or something. Very busy social life and
some could find a great love affair waiting for them very soon.

SAGITTARIUS

November 23 - December 20

N

Lucky Colour: Red Racing Numbers: 5,6,2, 1
Lucky Day: Monday Lotto Numbers: 5, 12, 26, 36,39, 11
Something you have been waiting for could now look like
being in the bag. Keep a clear head when planning to purchase
anything big; there is a chance of a problem popping up
afterwards.

CAPRICORN
December 21 - January 19

®

Lucky Colour: Peach Racing Numbers: 2, 3,5, 2
Lucky Day: Saturday ~ Lotto Numbers: 2, 13, 25, 24, 40, 45
Your health could need some attention also during this

period. Be weary of new ventures during the next few weeks.

AQUARIUS
January 20 - February 19

@

Lucky Colour: White Racing Numbers: 5,6, 2, 1
Lucky Day: Wednesday Lotto Numbers: 5, 12, 23, 36, 39, 44
In business your outlook has much improved and some
could be very lucky indeed there could be a windfall for
many. People from a distance could bring reasons to
celebrate.
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Lucky Colour: Lemon Racing Numbers: 5,3,2,6
Lucky Day: Monday Lotto Numbers: 5, 12, 16, 29, 36, 30
Not the time to get involved in other people’s problems. You
might have to make an extra effort to get your work load
finished on time. Some luck with objects of art.

PISCES
February 20 - March 20
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Kerry Kulkens Psychic Line 1300 246 244
(call cost: $5.50 incl GST per min. mob/pay extra)
www.kerrykulkens.com.au




